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Archdiocesan 

Mission Statement 

Taking to heart the 
last words of the 
Lord Jesus, we will 
go into the world to 
proclaim the Good 
News to the whole of 
creation. 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

Psalter Week 2 

Readings Sunday – 2nd Sunday of Easter (C) 

      Weekdays –  Easter Week 2 

Sunday    2nd Sunday of Easter (C) Day of Divine Mercy 
Monday    Feast of St Catherine of Siena, Patron of Europe 

Tuesday    Solemnity of St George, Patron of England 

Thursday St Athanasius 

Friday   Feast of St Philip & St James, Apostles 

Saturday    Feast of the English Martyrs 

Next Sunday   3rd Sunday of Easter (C) 
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 

  The problem Thomas had is still a problem for the people of successive generations. How are they to see and 
touch the wounds of the Risen Jesus? The apostle John gives his testimony in the readings we hear today. He 
has a vision of the Risen Lord in glory who tells him to write down all that he sees of the present happenings and 
of the things that are still to come. In the Book of Revelations he is able to interpret the present persecutions and 
reassure the suffering communities that their faith in Jesus is not in vain. Jesus is with them and their wounds 
are his wounds. In his Gospel, John gives his reason for writing down the signs that Jesus worked: that you may 
believe that he is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life in his name. Our faith 
today, then, depends on the testimony of these first eyewitnesses who became faith witnesses. 

  In the first few days after the crucifixion of Jesus, the disciples were very slow to believe. They had seen the 
gruesome reality of the death of Jesus. They had buried him with their own hands and now the only visible 
evidence they had was an empty tomb. So when individuals came and announced that they had seen the Lord 
and that they had seen him alive, they were understandably sceptical. Thomas was not to be convinced even by 
the verbal assurance of his companions. He had to see and touch the wounds of Jesus before he would believe. 
And then Jesus said to him, “You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet 
believe.” 

  In the Acts of the Apostles, we hear the testimony of the early Christian community. People experienced the 
power of the Risen Lord through the witness of the life of Peter and his companions. They believed that Jesus 
was alive and active in and through them. Even the shadow of Peter brought healing, and the numbers of those 
who believed in the Lord increased steadily. The community experienced the presence of Jesus within them and 
they wrote down their experiences of faith in the New Testament so that their children and their children’s children 
might believe too. 

  Today we are recipients of 2000 years of faith-filled witnesses in the life of the Church. We too believe not just 
because of what we have been told but because of the life of faith we try to live together. We touch the wounds 
of Jesus today as we respond with compassion to the needs of the world around us. We believe that whatsoever 
we do to the least of our sisters and brothers, we do it for Christ. We believe that he reveals himself to us in the 
love that we receive from others and the love that we are able to share with others. We are not in the business 
of spreading “fake” news. For us, the message of the Gospel is Good News. Jesus Christ has risen from the 
dead. He continues to live and love, to bring healing and peace through the lives of his faithful disciples. Jesus 
so identifies with our broken humanity that the wounds of those who suffer in anyway today are his wounds. 
Whenever we reach out in compassion and kindness to touch and heal those wounds, our faith comes to life, so 
that we can pray with Thomas: “My Lord and my God!” 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm Response: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 

Gospel Acclamation: Jesus said: “You believe because you can see me. 
             Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe. 



PARISH NEWS 

 

Easter Triduum 
Thanks to all who helped to make the Triduum celebrations 

a great success, either in preparing our churches or 

assisting with the liturgies. Thanks from Frs Paul and 

Deacon Bob for Easter cards and greetings. 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
Today, Sunday, 28th April there will be a Holy Hour (Hour 

of Mercy) at Holy Family beginning at 3.00pm with the 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and concluding with Benediction at 

4.00pm. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available during the 

hour. 

With You Always 
Please keep all the First Holy Communion children in your 

prayers at this special time. There are a number of First 

Communion Masses over the next few weeks. We hope that 

the children and their families have a wonderful day. 

Synod 2020 - The Story So Far 

Preparations for Synod 2020 will continue. As 

the 

Archbishop himself said in his Pastoral Letter 

for 

Synod Sunday 2018, the Synod is the time when 

we choose the path to walk on. 

Those who volunteered to be members are in the process of 

attending training sessions. We will continue to give you further 

updates regarding the process of the Synod because there may 

well be times when you are invited to contribute towards the 

Synod in terms of sharing your views concerning the future 

mission of the Church in the Archdiocese. Your views will be 

very important. Here is a reminder of the “Synod Timeline” for 

the first year. 

● 29th April – 10th May – Pastoral Area 

gathering of all Members. 

● May – June 2019 – Listening and discerning in 

Parishes. (Led by Members) ● 21st or 25th or 

28th September – Meeting of 

Members. (Members can attend any one meeting) 

● Oct 2019 – Jan 2020 – Pastoral Area Pre-Synod 1. 

(One in each Pastoral Area) 

Pastoral Area Synod Members 
Many thanks to all those who have volunteered to become 

Pastoral Area Synod Members. In a few weeks we will be 

meeting a representative from the Archdiocese Synod 2020 

Team who will be helping us in the whole process. This meeting 

will take place in St.Richard’s Parish House on Thursday 

May 9th at 7.30pm. 

Communion to the Sick 
Could ministers from Holy Family please update the office so 

that we know who is receiving Communion at home or in a care 

home, and also identify if there are any housebound or sick who 

need Communion visits but are not currently on our lists? Many 

thanks. Fr Paul G 

Mass Intentions at St Ambrose Barlow 
If you would like Mass to be said for friends, family or another 

intention at either the 11.00am Sunday Mass or the 9.15am 

Tuesday morning Mass at St Ambrose, please hand your 

request in at the Sacristy or speak to Bob or Cath. Masses for 

specific dates should be advised within plenty of time and we 

will do our best to accommodate your request. 

 

CAFOD Coffee Morning 
A Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Sale will take place in 

St.Richard’s Parish Centre this coming Thursday May 

2nd from 10.00am-12noon. All proceeds will go to 

CAFOD UK. Admission is £2 which includes 

refreshments. 

Thank You 
Donations for CAFOD from the tea and toast after the 

7.30am Lenten Masses at St Ambrose Barlow amounted 

to £59.54. 

Many thanks to all who attended. 

Guide Easter Raffle (St Ambrose Barlow) 
Thank you for supporting our Easter Raffle, we raised 

£88.11 for unit funds. 

We have 3 unclaimed prizes: 

Easter Egg - Green ticket 241-245 



Toiletries - Green ticket 286-290 

Gin Mixers - White? ticket 446-

450 

Please see Delia for your prizes after Mass. 

LAST TWO WEEKS’ PARISH COLLECTIONS 

Sunday 14th April 

Offertory               £1964.23 

Lenten Alms (St Richard’s & St Ambrose) £  200.03 

     HCPT (Holy Family)           £    81.60 

Good Friday 

Holy Places              £  607.90 

Sunday 21st April 

Offertory               £2512.14 Friends of the Holy Land        

£    66.27 Thank you for your generosity. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Today: Monthly SVP Collection 

Next Week: THOMAS. THOMAS stands for “Those on the 

Margins of a Society”.  It is a drug and alcohol rehabilitation 

programme, set up by a Catholic Priest in Blackburn, and 

offers people the opportunity to rebuild their lives by finding 

a solution to the problems of addiction. It does wonderful 

work.  Website: www.thomasonline.org.uk 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Ladies Group 
The next Ladies meeting will be on Tuesday 7th May at 2pm 

in St Ambrose Barlow Church Hall. 

Raffle: Jo Hampson, Anne Laing. 

The Mikado 
The Three Towns Operatic Society are performing a special 

50th Anniversary production of Gilbert & Sullivan’s “Mikado” 

in May. The performances, in St.Joseph’s Hall, Leigh, take 

place between Tuesday 14th May – Saturday 18th May. 

Tickets are priced at £11 and £13 and are available by 

phoning 

01942-605369 or 676594, or online at 

www.thethreetowns.net 

 

Sacred Heart Club 
Quiz Night - Cash Prizes 

Every Thursday 

Doors open 8.00 pm for 8.30 start. 

* * * * * * * 

Cathedral Diary: May 2019 
By Canon Anthony O'Brien, Cathedral Dean 

The drama and rites of 
Holy Week  having 
 run  their course, we 
journey through May 
rejoicing in the glory of the 
Resurrection with a series 
of celebratory events 
throughout the month. 

On Saturday 11th May 

there is an evening 

concert of Handel’s 

‘Messiah’ at our Cathedral 

at 7.30pm. All the choirs of 

our two Cathedrals will be taking part to form the 

choral ensemble with four featured soloists and a small 

orchestra completing the line-up of performers. The concert 

takes place three days before the anniversary of the 

consecration of our Cathedral and it promises to be a great 

evening of entertainment to mark our 52nd anniversary. 

The Catenians host their Annual National Conference in 

Liverpool on the weekend of 18th and 19th May. The 

Catenians attending the conference and their wives will be 

joining the congregation at the Solemn Mass at 11.00am that 

Sunday which will be celebrated by Archbishop Malcolm. 

The Cathedral Friends, being anxious to try new ideas for 

events and raise much-needed funds for Cathedral projects, 

have organised an evening about the world of gin on 23rd 

May. This will be led by John O’Dowd, the original founder of 

the ‘Liverpool Gin’ brand, who will talk about the distilling of 

gin including various tastings of different gins and tonic. 

There are only a limited number of tickets for this so book 

early. 

There is an organ recital at 3.00pm on Bank Holiday Monday 

as part of the trio of concerts that day at the two Cathedrals 

and St George's Hall. 

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020 

We thank you Father 

For the love you have shown us In the gift of 
Jesus, your Son. 

We thank you for the gift of the Church, 
Through which you show us that you are 
always with us and are always at work in our 
lives. 

As we journey together to Synod 2020 help us to become the 
Church that you are calling us to be. 
May your Holy Spirit  be powerfully at work among us 
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope and 
Malcolm our Archbishop. 

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new 
ways to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers. 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 



 

Reflect 

In today's Gospel Jesus appears to the disciples for the first 
time after his Passion & Resurrection He greets them with the 
words ‘Peace be with you’. He then goes on to give them the 
gift of the Holy Spirit so that they may continue the work which 
he started during his ministry on earth. 

Pray 

Come Holy Spirit, 

Fill the hearts of your faithful with your peace. 

Act 

This week practice being a peaceful person so that others may 
experience the Peace of Christ in their lives. 

Challenge 

Stand up and be counted when you see or hear of 

wrongdoings that may lead to conflict in your family, in your 

neighbourhood or in your workplace. 

 Newsletter 

Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are 

sent in by Wednesday evening. Thank you. 

Clergy Addresses 

Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street, 

Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ 

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock 

Lane, 

Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN 

Finance 

All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St 

Margaret Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank 

you. 

 



 

Please pray for 

those who are Sick 

 

Week Beginning 

28th April 
Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s 

SUNDAY 
9.00 am 

Graham Littleford 

11.00 am 

Keith Lewis 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Richard Farrington 

11.00 am 

Joseph & Mary Costello 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

The Hurst Family 

9.30 am 

Emma Newton 

MONDAY    

TUESDAY 
 9.15 am 

People of the Parish 

               9.15 am 

A Special Intention 

WEDNESDAY 
7.00 pm 

John Neville 

 9.00 - 10.00 am 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament 

THURSDAY 
10.00 am 

Sheila Dawson 

 9.15 am 

Mary Jones 

FRIDAY 

10.00 am 

Parishioners 
Mass in St Gabriel’s School 

 10.00 am 

Joan Wolstencroft 

SATURDAY 

10.00 am 

First Communion Mass 
with St Gabriel’s 

children 

No Confessions Today 

12.30 pm 

Nuptial Mass for 

 Imogen Sullivan & 

Daniel Wright 

10.00 am 

Exposition & Rosary 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Eileen & James West (Sat) 6.00 pm 

John Healy 

NEXT SUNDAY 

9.00 am 

Katie Burrage 

11.00 am 

The Duffy Family 

(First Holy Communion 

with Holy Family 

children) 

11.00 am 

John Desmond Doherty 

9.30 am 

Rita Quarmby 

 

 

BAPTISM 

We welcome into our family of 

Faith 

Harriet Inger Thompson 

May God bless her and her family. 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday Confessions after both 6.00 pm Masses in 
St Ambrose and St Richard’s. 

Also today, Sunday 28th April, 3.00 - 4.00pm at Holy Family. 

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment. 

NB No Confessions after 10.00 am Mass at Holy Family next 

Saturday. 

 

 



 

Amy Turnbull 

Anelyse Lewis 

Arthur Leggett 

All Cancer 

Patients 

Anne Broad 

Baby George 

Baby Grace 

Baby Luke 

Bernard O’Donnell 

Brenda Southern 

Bridie Molyneux 

Catherine Jones 

Christopher 

Browne 

Clare Barlow 

Clifford Browne 

Eddie Shaw 

Emma Oldham 

Enid Kenwright 

Fon O’Hara 

Freda Peake 

Gerald Hackett 

Guy Ryan 

Hannah Delargy 

 Irene McIntyre 

Jack Rothwell 

Jean Tchibukdjian 

Jennifer Langin 

Jess Garrett 

Jessie Lucas 

Joan Wilkinson 

John Neary 

John Wall 

Kathy Kenyon 

Maisie Sweeney 

(10) 

Margaret Case 

Margaret Dawson 

Margaret Ross 

Margaret Wall 

Marjorie Price 

Mary Tiernan 

Maureen Halliday 

Michael Wright 

Rev Jim Melia 

Sandra Jones 

Shelagh Welsby 

Stephen Howell 
Terry Barlow 
Thelma Humble 

Theresa Stanley 

Thomas 

McLoughlin 

Wyn Wright 

LATELY DEAD 

Please pray for 
those who have 
died recently: 

Mary Jones 

Joan Nuttall 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 

O Lord, 

May they rest in peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

Third Sunday of Easter 

First Reading – Acts 5:27-32,40-41 

We see the apostles courageously witnessing to the 
Resurrection of Jesus and gladly suffering for it. 

Second Reading – Revelations 5:11-14 

We hear a hymn of praise for the crucified and risen Christ. 

Gospel Reading – John 21:1-19 

The Risen Jesus appears to seven of his apostles on the shore 

of the Lake Gennesareth. The story is built around the restoration 

of Peter’s faith. 
 



Yvonne Mellin 

If any of the above are 
now better please tell 

margaretclitherow 
@yahoo.com 

 

 


